Finally he commanded me to bring him forthwith the head of his brother Harun. When I objected he threatened to have me put to death. After assassinating Harun I was to go to the state prison and kill all the Alides1 and their followers, then hasten to Kufa with all available troops and massacre all the Abbasids and their followers, sack the town and everything in it."
Chance decreed that Hartama, the courtier in question, should hear shortly afterwards from the Caliph's mother that the Caliph was dead.2 Hadi's brother Harun is the only Abbasid whose name is widely known today. This is due to his frequent mention in the Tales from the Arabian Nights. There is no doubt that under his reign the kingdom achieved a period of splendour. This was due not so much to the Caliph, however, as to excellent viziers and other capable men to whom the Caliph entrusted the reins of government. He cared less about governing than the stories, which arose from a certain popularity he had with his subjects, might lead us to believe.
To know what the Caliph was really like, we go to Ibrahim, a court minstrel, who says:
" I was at home one evening when a court eunuch brought me an order to present myself forthwith to Harun. I hastily mounted my ass, but when we arrived at the palace the eunuch turned away from the entrance-gate and led me by a secret way to a newly-built summer-house. There we entered one of those large inner courtyards which Rashid likes, so well. He was sitting in the middle of it with a page at his side who now and then replenished his goblet. He was wearing his summer clothing, that is a light tunic held in place by a brocade shawl embroidered with large a.nd brightly coloured designs and so fastened around his waist as to fall over and reach down to his knees. When he saw me he smiled and bade me keep him company. He then
1 The members of the family of Ali, the husband of Fatima and son-in-law and cousin of the Prophet.
a A. von Kremer: Kulturgeschichte des Orients unter den Chaltfen.
104to me that he was displeased with Yahya Ibn Khalid who was stirring up the people against him in favour of his brother Harun al-Rashid.
